Success Stories from the Field

At FDC Enterprises, we believe successful conservation is a result of successful partnerships comprised of landowners, govern ment agencies
and private enterprise. Our new oO0Success Stories from t hspecid prgetisive have r
been involved in throughout the United States, in hopes of inspiring similar efforts elsewhere.

Since 2002, FDC Enterprises has successfully established over 109,000 acres of native grass across 18 states. Through encour agemen t from
our partners to bring additional necessary services, we have recently expanded our business services to include chemical and mechanical
control of exotic/invasive weed and/or woodly vegetation species. To learn more about FDC Enterprises, please visi t our website at
www.fdcenterprises.com

FDC Enterprises and Virginia Tech Explore Native Grass as a Cash Crop

I n 2008, FDC Enterprises (FDCE) and Virginia Tech?o svorkihg n
toget her to advance the wuse of nati ven gxcitmg snevs chapwer fau FDEC a
Enterprises business development , 6 says Fred Circle, owner and presiden
are laying the groundwork for new markets for native grasses, those that will require predictable, first - year
results, results that FDCE has been able to routinely achieve. 6

When CMI was awarded a Conservation Innovation Grant in 2008 they immediately turned to FDCE for technical
assistance. Gl en Stevens, who oversees the grant for CMI, say
landowners are excited about developing native grass markets for forage and biofuels, but we first needed to

show them that it is a viable crop 0 and that starts with successfully establishing the grasses in a short period of

ti me. That is why we chose to work with FDC Enterprises

One key purpose for the research is to provide data on input costs, establishment time, stand quality and

ultimately the cash markets for the crop. da¥des andithe o b el i
environment al benefits they provide are not muihadditbrity exc
research for cash crop markets, CMI will be studying the numerous environmental benefits offered by native

grasses, including wildli  fe habitat, water quality enhancement, soil stabilization and carbon sequestration.
Working with FDCE, native grass demonstration sites were established in 2008 \OQusing FDCE®s spi
custom ized planters, micronutrient enhanced seed blends and precise computerized herbicide equipment.

Along with the research being coordinated with CMI, FDCE has been part icipating with the Commonwealth of
Virginia Department of  Behavioral Health and Developmental Services . The Commonwealth is exploring
opportunities to shiftin - house facilities from conventional solid fuel feedstock s to a regionally produced

renewable biomass energy source; native grass feedstock. With FDCE native grass material as energy feedstock,
the Commonwealth has run a successful pilot test at Piedmont Geriatric Hospital in Burkeville, Virginia. That
successhas | ed to Commonwealth interest in converting Catav
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The research with FDCE, Virginia Techds Conservation Man
beginningto showt hat native grass is a viable cash crop. o We |
expand beyond wher e t h enySclawarg, SeniodWildlife 8iolagiatiardl Mdrketing Manager for
FDCE. 0Our hope is that the resear chsb e@nioghersvalldurtitei proget e d
that native grasses can provide additional benefit for landowners , wildlfe,and ener gy i ndependen
If you have any questions regarding this project, or if you would like to learn more about FDC Enterprises, you can Visit our website at

www.fdcenterprises.com _ or call (866)-270 - 4833 .
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